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Dear Lord Kilclooney, 
 
On behalf of the Director General for the Office for National Statistics (ONS), I have been asked to respond 
to your Parliamentary Question to ask Her Majesty’s Government, what are the most recent annual figures 
for (1) emigrants departing the United Kingdom, and (2) immigrants arriving in the United Kingdom; and how 
many of those immigrants were non-EU citizens. [HL2524]  
 
Estimates of Long-Term International Migration (LTIM) are produced by the ONS primarily based on data 
from the International Passenger Survey (IPS), with adjustments made for asylum seekers, people whose 
intentions change with regard to their length of stay, and migration to and from Northern Ireland. LTIM 
estimates are based on the United Nations definition of a long-term international migrant, that is, someone 
who changes their country of usual residence for a period of at least one year. 

The most recent provisional estimates of annual LTIM are for the year ending March 2014. These show that 
316,000 emigrants left the UK, with a margin of error of +/- 20,000, and 560,000 immigrants arrived in the 
UK, with a margin of error of +/- 31,000.  Provisional estimates for the number of non-EU citizens who 
arrived in the UK for the same period was 265,000, with a margin of error of +/- 19,000.   

The most recent final estimates for immigration and emigration (LTIM) are for 2012. These show that 
321,000 emigrants left the UK, with a margin of error of +/-20,000, and 498,000 immigrants arrived in the 
UK, with a margin of error of +/-27,000. The number of non-EU citizens who arrived in 2012 was estimated 
to be 260,000, with a margin of error of +/-17,000.   

The margin of error refers to the 95 per cent confidence interval around the estimate, and is a standard 
measure of the uncertainty associated with making inferences from a sample survey. 

Please note that final LTIM estimates for 2013 and provisional estimates for the year ending June 2014 will 
be published on 27 November 2014. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Nick Vaughan 
Director, National Accounts & Economic Statistics 
Office for National Statistics  
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